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>From ???@??? Fri Nov 20 23:39:01 1998 

Message-Id: <199811201409.IAAQ0149@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:09:37 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2308 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2308 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) RE: Heath uMatic Keyer question 

by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
2) What about the knobs?? 

by Glenn Finerman <glennfin@mjet.com> 
3) Re: What about the knobs?? 

by John R Bookout K7JB <k7j]b@uswest.net> 
4) Johnson Knob Kneeded 

by "Robert Nickels" <ranickel@mwci.net> 
5) Re: St. James Gray Refinishing 

by lurch <lurch@theramp.net> 
6) relays 

by rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 
7) Nuvistors 

by rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 
8) FS: Power and microwave tubes 

by rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 
9) filters and such 

by rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 
10) 86 Predictas 

by "Don L. Davis" <dxguy@earthlink.net> 
11) BAs in Washington DC 

by "Claudio Marchesini" <cmar@datamat.it> 
12) Re: Report: German BA arrived! 

by "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
13) Help: National NCX-200 price? 

by "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
14) Re: 86 Predictas 

by John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
15) Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
16) Lost Cote 

by "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu> 
17) Question re: Boonton Grid Dipper 

by "John KIUWA" <k9uwa@concentric.net> 
18) Re: reply to "are you interested" 

by kd5byb@wt.net 


Message-ID: <0Q1BE13D9.2F152B20@esieb. gmsiworld.com> 
From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Heath uMatic Keyer question 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 16:25:07 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 


On Sunday, November 15, 1998 11:11 PM, Dave K4JRB wrote: 

>... I remember getting a catalog froma 

>VE2 with a Vermont address who said he had over 100K in stock.=20 

That VE2 is Marvin Birnbom, VE2ANN, who for many, many years had a = 
wonderful emporium in downtown Montreal, called ETCO Electronics. ETCO = 
sold all manner of electronic items, including surplus, used Ham gear = 
and lot's of tubes. He started out in the early '60's as the "Electronic = 
Tube Co." hence, ETCO. 


Today Marv is mostly out of the consumer electronics biz, but is mostly = 
engaged in wholesale electronic surplus, and is the King of wall-warts. 
(I kid you not). 


Ed, VA3ES 


Message-Id: <199811200042.SAA06756@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 19:46:35 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Glenn Finerman <glennfin@mjet.com> 

Subject: What about the knobs?? 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


I know some of you will cringe when you discover the subject matter of 
this post, but I need some advice. 


A few months ago I purchased an R392 from Fair Radio. It arrived in good 
shape except 

the front panel was extremely oily and dirty. I also noticed that the knobs 
were missing 

about 70% of their paint which was flaking off. I sprayed the panel with 
windex and 

proceeded to wipe it down. Except for the ratty looking knobs, the panel 
looked pretty 


good. 


About a month ago I made a trade with a local friend for two more R392's. 
One was 

working and one wasn't. The working one was very clean and has recently 
been sold 

to a list member. The non-working one was VERY dirty and had some nasty brown 
sticky (yech!) substance all over the left side of the panel. Since the 392 
is a waterproof 

receiver, I figured I'd take it outside and wash it down. I used automatic 
dishwashing 

detergent de solved in a bucket of hot water, a hand-held scrub brush and 
proceeded to 

scrub down the front panel. 


I used an old toothbrush to get into the tight areas and to clean the 

knobs. I rinsed it 

off with the garden hose and after some work with WD-40 and a rag, the sticky 
brown stuff was gone the panel now looks great. The two 392's sit side by 
side in my 

shack awaiting the internal restoration process. 


As I was catching up on all the great info in the 390 list archives I 
stumbled across 

discussions of the radioactive glow meters. Mention was also made about 
some knobs 

having white indicator lines with "glow paint"....Out comes the Mini-Mag 
light, off go the 

room lights and low and behold, indicator lines on several of the knobs on 
both 392's 

are glowing away!... 


....now, I'm not one to panic, and I understand the glow meters aren't a 
problem 

because they're sealed, but what about these knobs?? Did I make a big mistake 
scrubbing away at the front panel? I've read that if tiny particles flake 

off and are 

ingested / inhaled, that can be a real problem. When I first got my 392 

from Fair 

with the flaking paint on the knobs I thought about using a wire wheel to 
remove 

the remaining paint before re-painting. Won't be doing that!!, 


however a safe approach that might work would be to find a paint remover 
you could 

soak the knobs in to completely remove all paint. Remove the knobs from the 
paint 

remover, rinse with alcohol and apply a new coat of paint. This would keep 


any of the 

paint particles from becoming airborne. Someone mentioned clear-coating the 
knobs 

but since most of the OD paint is gone, and they need to be repainted, that 
technique 

wouldn't apply here. 


What do you folks think? My feelings are since the paint doesn't desolve 
in water, 
I probably didn't do any harm with my scrubbing exercise....... (Or did I ??) 


Like someone else said, I frequently consume snack food while using my radios 
and I wouldn't want to cause problems... Is it stupid to even worry about 
this? 

Am I being paranoid? In the grand scheme, there are LOTS of these radios out 
there, I'm certainly not the first one to "worry" about this..... 


Comments please??? 


DBS sti eese okt Glenn Finerman K2KL 


glennfin@mjet.com 


Message-ID: <3654C15C.7FO87E45@ptld.uswest.net> 
Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 17:09:48 -0800 

From: John R Bookout K7JB <k7jb@uswest.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: What about the knobs?? 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I would think that it would be worth checking these knobs with a 
radiation meter to get an idea of the level of radiation present. 
Anyone have a meter to check these buggers? 


73's John 


Glenn Finerman wrote: 
> 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


I know some of you will cringe when you discover the subject matter of 
this post, but I need some advice. 


A few months ago I purchased an R392 from Fair Radio. It arrived in good 
shape except 

the front panel was extremely oily and dirty. I also noticed that the knobs 
were missing 

about 70% of their paint which was flaking off. I sprayed the panel with 
windex and 

proceeded to wipe it down. Except for the ratty looking knobs, the panel 
looked pretty 

good. 


About a month ago I made a trade with a local friend for two more R392's. 
One was 

working and one wasn't. The working one was very clean and has recently 
been sold 

to a list member. The non-working one was VERY dirty and had some nasty brown 
sticky (yech!) substance all over the left side of the panel. Since the 392 
is a waterproof 

receiver, I figured I'd take it outside and wash it down. I used automatic 
dishwashing 

detergent de solved in a bucket of hot water, a hand-held scrub brush and 
proceeded to 

scrub down the front panel. 


I used an old toothbrush to get into the tight areas and to clean the 

knobs. I rinsed it 

off with the garden hose and after some work with WD-40 and a rag, the sticky 
brown stuff was gone the panel now looks great. The two 392's sit side by 
side in my 

shack awaiting the internal restoration process. 


As I was catching up on all the great info in the 390 list archives I 
stumbled across 

discussions of the radioactive glow meters. Mention was also made about 
some knobs 

having white indicator lines with "glow paint"....Out comes the Mini-Mag 
light, off go the 

room lights and low and behold, indicator lines on several of the knobs on 
both 392's 

are glowing away!... 


....now, I'm not one to panic, and I understand the glow meters aren't a 
problem 

because they're sealed, but what about these knobs?? Did I make a big mistake 
scrubbing away at the front panel? I've read that if tiny particles flake 

off and are 


ingested / inhaled, that can be a real problem. When I first got my 392 
from Fair 

with the flaking paint on the knobs I thought about using a wire wheel to 
remove 

the remaining paint before re-painting. Won't be doing that!!, 


however a safe approach that might work would be to find a paint remover 
you could 

soak the knobs in to completely remove all paint. Remove the knobs from the 
paint 

remover, rinse with alcohol and apply a new coat of paint. This would keep 
any of the 

paint particles from becoming airborne. Someone mentioned clear-coating the 
knobs 

but since most of the OD paint is gone, and they need to be repainted, that 
technique 

wouldn't apply here. 


What do you folks think? My feelings are since the paint doesn't desolve 
in water, 
I probably didn't do any harm with my scrubbing exercise....... (Or did I ??) 


Like someone else said, I frequently consume snack food while using my radios 
and I wouldn't want to cause problems... Is it stupid to even worry about 
this? 

Am I being paranoid? In the grand scheme, there are LOTS of these radios out 
there, I'm certainly not the first one to "worry" about this..... 


Comments please??? 


TB in dosbigre seaibete Glenn Finerman K2KL 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


glennfin@mjet.com 


Best 73's 
John K7JB 


Message-ID: <005d01be1424$973a2160$ea2fcfd1@default> 
From: "Robert Nickels" <ranickel@mwci.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Johnson Knob Kneeded 
Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 19:24:18 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi All, 


Sure could use a Johnson tuning knob - the big ‘un like is used on the 
Ranger, Valiant, Navigator. Will swap, purchase, or owe you big-time...! 


Thanks and 73, 


Bob W9IRAN 


Message-ID: <3654F2E0.7DD5@theramp.net> 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 22:41:04 -0600 

From: lurch <lurch@theramp.net> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: collins@listserv.tempe. gov 

Subject: Re: St. James Gray Refinishing 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I've had good luck with xylene-reduced polyurethanes duplicating the 
"sandpaper" finish...did it 40 hours a week for 6 years refurbishing 
blood-cell separators [Lenmar brand in this case, but good luck trying 
to find someone who'll sell it to you if you're not a professional due 
to the toluene diisocyanate catalyst and nasty pigment and besides most 
commonly-available primers cause it to never cure completely and a month 
later you can still peel it off with your fingers but it looked 
GOOD--Sherwin-Williams Polane-T is pretty close in how it handles going 
through a spray gun and it's intended to be used primerless if I 
remember right]. I sprayed many very light coats [like, 5-10 coats 
before it hid the differences in color between the red spot putty and 
grey primer--these things are the size of a washing machine and if I 
could shoot 2 a day I felt I was doing good] thinned quite a bit with a 
lot of air, about 25 psi to a Binks Mach 1 HVLP gun, back off the 
workpiece about 2 feet so it gets vestiges of what a body-and-fender man 
would call "velvet". The trick is to use an extremely fast-drying 
reducer, xylene, toluene or MEK so the paint's starting to dry as it 
hits the workpiece. With the polyurethanes you have to do that anyway 
else it beads up like water on a fresh-waxed car. By varying the air 
pressure and the paint volume you can "walk" the coarseness of the 
"sandpaper" finish to whatever "grit" you want up to where it starts to 
bead up which is around the "36 grit" point. The other technique they 
don't tell you in books is with these polyurethane paints due to their 
high surface tension, you have to actually watch about a foot and a half 
behind the spray pattern to see how it's really laying down. 

There was an article in ER some years back on the restoration of a KW-1 
wherein the author tracked down a guy long since retired who had worked 


in the paint room at Collins for many years and described the technique 
in some detail and it sounded a lot like what we used to do--I highly 
recommend reading that article in ER for anyone who wants to try 
this--what I wrote just now is an abbreviated description. [Butch, how 
do you do it? Bet a buck the way we did it where I worked is one of 
those "fait accompli" that's all wrong but somehow worked out...and so 
it goes--more on that concept in a moment]. 


As to wrinkle finish, I've had excellent results with the PJ1 Fast Black 
Wrinkle available from SOME harley shops [this is NOT a Harley-Davidson 
branded product] on both bikes and ww2-era black wrinkle finishes 
[BC221's et al], but this paint [available only in black so it's moot 
for Collins anyway] is VERY sensitive to coating depth and cure temp--I 
bake it over a propane job-site heater that reaches temp's a household 
oven won't unless it's a self-cleaning electric [800+ degrees for the 
clean cycle and then the adjustability isn't there, a self-cleaner has 
one self-clean temp it locks in at] but it has taken me some years to 
perfect the technique...and the shelf life of that paint is short. [If 
Harley-Davidson has their own brand of wrinkle paint I hope it's better 
than their gloss ‘cuz their gloss paint...er, "pulls vacuum" if you 
can't bake it at at least 500 degrees and pre-heat the workpiece and 
even then it...er, "causes severe gluteal discomfort" to work with]. 
Perhaps a commercial pizza oven which runs around 650 degrees would have 
some merit here... 


By accident, the swingarm on my Harley is an exact [I mean EXACT] 
duplicate of the finish on my 5133. I shot it at ambient temp [70 
degrees, sunny, dry, low humidity] with a coat of plain ol' non-wrinkle 
rustoleum over Krylon brand primer and set it to dry between 2 little 
1500-W space heaters--the little ones about half the size of a 516F2 
that you buy at the discount store for $20...after 45 minutes between 
the two of those at 18" spacing [total 36" between the two heaters] the 
workpiece was just a little too hot to handle without gloves--I hit it 
with another coat of Rustoleum and it wrinkled up with a real superfine 
wrinkle texture--the finish is an exact, I mean EXACT, match to my 51J3 
and extremely consistent in wrinkle size etc. And that time I was 
trying to match a glass-smooth powder-coat frame. Go figure. 


One thing I have learned, is the wrinkle paints available today are 
EXTREMELY touchy as to 
coating-thickness-vs-wrinkle-coarseness-vs-bake-parameters. With all 
the fins and slots, variations in wrinkle coarseness are not noticable 
on bike cylinders like they are on flat panels. 


I have yet to play with Eastwood's [www.eastwoodco.com] line of 
hammertone paints, which is a 3rd finish different from either wrinkle 
or "sandpaper", but if I ever do I'll report the results here. 73 de 
ka9egw. 


Message-ID: <36551F76.22D7056A@pixi.com> 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 21:51:18 -1000 

From: rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: relays 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Gang! 


There are many relays in my stock that need ot be utilitzed. I have them 
listed in 2 files, sorted by manuf. The file is quite wide for a 
spreadsheet (Quattro-pro) but in text format. 

Send me an e-mail and I will send you the files for you to browse through. 
All relys are priced from $3 to free, major realys (not PC mounted). Coax 
relays are $20, Digi-key realys are $30. 

All plus shipping which will vary from $3 (priority) to whatever the box 
weighs, depending on how many you want. 

I also have many of the octal kind, and sockets. 


Raymond CUtE 
1405 Dominis ST #105 
Honolulu, HI 96822-3213 


Message-ID: <365520AF.8BF35C9C@pixi.com> 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 21:56:31 -1000 

From: rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Nuvistors 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Now is the time to purchase the Nuvistors you need for that special BA. 
The following are Antique Electronics Supply prices. My price is 50% off 
their list. As one member asked, yes, that means half price. <g> 

Shipping included in prices. 


8627 9 ea RCA, GTE NUVISTOR ($24) $12 
8058 9 ea GTE NUVISTOR ($38) $19 


7586 22 ea PHILIPS NUVISTOR ($30) $15 
7587 21 ea RCA,GTE NUVISTOR ($35): $17 
8393 10 ea RCA NUVISTOR $13 


Raymond CUtE 
1405 Dominis ST #105 
Honolulu, HI 96822-3213 


Message-ID: <365521E1.76C3D1E8@pixi.com> 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 22:01:37 -1000 

From: rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS: Power and microwave tubes 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Have the following for sale. 

Most of the tubes on this list are at 50% of Antique Electronics Supply 
(AES) or Bruckner tubes (BRU) whichever has them listed, unless otherwise 
stated. 


PRICES REDUCED AGAIN. See someting you want but don't like the price make 
a reasonable offer. 


All tubes tested on a TV-7 if it is listed in the tube tester book. 


6JE6C/6LQ06 4 ea 2 GE and 2 RCA ($40 in AES.) Now $20 each 
8187/4PR65A 2 available Eimac brand--(BRU $180) Now $80 ea 
2C39 WA 10 ea, Raytheon, $15 

2C39 WB none left Raytheon $77 AES now ----- 

2C43/464A 2 ea 1 Litton No box, 1 GE Now $19. 
2K25 4 ea JAN Raytheon(blue, not black) sold 

3C23 3 ea Cetron Thyratron $17 

3D21 WB 3 ea Tung-sol, Mulllard Now $19 

3E29 3 ea RCA and ITT (BRU $48) Now $20 
4D21/4-125A 1 ea RCA (AES $125) Now $50 
3CX350A and 

4CX350A 5 ea Varian/Eimac (AES $183 ea) Now $60. 110mhz 
4X150A/7034 2 ea Eimac (AES $47) Now $24 

6BL6 1 ea Litton, Microwave ($155 BRU) Now $75 

6BM6 A 1 ea Litton, Microwave ($117 AES) Now $60 


811A 1 ea Cetron, ($38 AES) Now $18 
829B 2 ea RCA, ($17 AES) now $10 
836 2 ea Cetron, ($23 AES) now $12 
4042 6 ea RCA, Microwave ($19 AES) now $10 
5675 3 ea, Tung-sol, RCA Micro (AES $33) now $15 
5721 1 ea, Raytheon Microwave ($150 BRU) now $70 
5876A 1 ea, RCA Microwave ($21 AES) now $12 
5933 WA/807A © ea, GE Philips, SYL ($15 AES) sold 
6080/wb/we 15 ea, GE, SYL GTE, ($9 AES) now $5 
6115A 2 ea, Raytheon, Microwave ($225 BRU) Now $100 
6116 2 ea, Raytheon, Microwave ($105 BRU) now $55 
6816 5 ea, RCA ($70 BRU) now $30 
6975/VA203. 1 ea, Beam Tube Corp, Microwave $215 now $50 
7289/2C39A sold, Machlett, Microwave ($35 AES) now $17 
7554 20 ea, GE, UHF amplifier ($115 BRU $48 AES now $30 
7895 7 ea, RCA, ($13 BRU) now $6.50 
7905 1 ea, RCA, ($13 AES) now $6.50 
7984 1 ea, GE, $10 now $5 
8042 2 ea, Amperex, $10 now $5 
8106 2 ea, GE ($8 AES) Now $4 
8116 1 ea, Amperex, ($165 BRU) now $90 
8965 1 ea, Eimac, ($65 BRU) now $20 


Raymond CUtE 
1405 Dominis ST #105 
Honolulu, HI 96822-3213 


Message-ID: <365522A1.6556221F@pixi.com> 

Date: Thu, 19 Nov 1998 22:04:49 -1000 

From: rcote <rcote@pixi.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: filters and such 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8bit 


Gang! 

FIRST: Have been striping some modules for tubes and sockets and 
have some filters, no MFG name, just the mil code of 88407. The filter is 
center freq. of 1715.5 kc source and load imp at 7.5k. They are about 2" 
by 4" by 1.5" high. I have 3 and they are free to a good home plus 
shipping, which should be about $3.00 ea. 

SECOND: I have some horizontal center reading micro amp meters. 
The meters came from the underwater cable monitoring site and are from 
spares, still in packages. NOS. Brand name is International Industries 
Inc. ES = 250 uadc. I assume that ES means from center to either end, as 
FS on a meter means Full Scale. The face is graduated 10 to the right and 


10 to the left. Meter is about 1.5" high and 4" wide. It fits a 
rectangular hole. I have about 15 and I will sell these for $4 plus $3 
shipping and bubble and foam packing. First come first served. 

Raymond CUtE 

1405 Dominis ST #105 

Honolulu, HI 96822-3213 


Message-ID: <365548F9.645A@earthlink.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 02:48:49 -0800 

From: "Don L. Davis" <dxguy@earthlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 86 Predictas 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


These sad stories bring back some painful memories of my youth. First, 
was leaving home at 18. Gave all my ham / radio gear away. Had several 
carboard boxes filled with bulb 01s, blue Arcturus tubes, 10s, 50s, 

etc. Sigh. Several hundred Radio News fron the 20s & 30s & 40s. 

Double sigh. Stacks and stacks of WWII surplus gear & parts. 


Didn't learn. 8 years later, I shut down my successful TV shop for a 
change in scenery (trip to the Aix Force). Sold what I could, packed up 
a few good pieces, and took the rest to the dump. Threw about 100 TVs 
into the ravine. Lots of old 10 & 12 " B&Ws from the 40s, and 3 
Predictas that needed repair (impossible to fix, really). These were in 
really nice shape, too. Another big sigh. Even cost me $2 for the tip 
fee. 


So. Now. I've learned my lesson. I don't throw anything electronic 
away, and buy just about everything I see. I may need it in a future 
life you know. 


73 


Don Davis DXGUY@earthlink.net 


From: "Claudio Marchesini" <cmar@datamat.it> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BAs in Washington DC 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:44:17 +0100 

Message-ID: <0Q1be146a$56f£1880$260b020a@cmar.datamat.it> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 


charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hello Gang, 

I'll be in Washington, D.C. area, including Maryland and Virginia, 
for two weeks beginning Monday. 

Any good BA sites to visit there? 

Thanks you very much in advance. 


Claudio 
BA collector in Italy 


email: cmar@datamat.it 


Message-ID: <060901be146a$854a98e0$1fd28e81@Cyber> 
From: "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Report: German BA arrived! 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:28:20 +0100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


But first than anything else, I want to publicly thank the person who has 
made it posible, Heinz Breuer. 


Hola Jose ! 
I have done some trades with Heinz and he is a super fellow ! 


73 Rag  OZ8RO 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981120114607 .007£0c20@192.168.0.1> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 11:46:07 +0100 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
Subject: Help: National NCX-200 price? 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi gang, 


I would like to know which is a fair market value for a National NCX-200 


with its power supply and original manuals, all in very good shape. 


Thanks! 


73 EB5SAGV / ECSAAU 
JOSE V. GAVILA 
Ausias March 46, 15 
46910 Benetusser - VALENCIA 
SPAIN 


xx VISIT MY VINTAGE RADIO SITE - updated 25-October-1998 xxx 
http://www. geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992/ 
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From: John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
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CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
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Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Don L. Davis wrote: 


carboard boxes filled with bulb 01s, blue Arcturus tubes, 10s, 50s, 
etc. Sigh. Several hundred Radio News fron the 20s & 30s & 40s. 
Double sigh. Stacks and stacks of WWII surplus gear & parts. 


> So. Now. I've learned my lesson. I don't throw anything electronic 
> away, and buy just about everything I see. I may need it in a future 
> life you know. 


Yes, didn't we all. And yes you're right. Now about this future 
life; how'we gonna get all this stuff in our coffin? Maybe the Pharos 
of long-ago were just like us? 

Oh yes, where did you say that dump was? 


73' John Dilks, K2TQN 


Please visit my OldRadio Museum 


These sad stories bring back some painful memories of my youth. First, 
was leaving home at 18. Gave all my ham / radio gear away. Had several 


http: //www.eht.com/oldradio/museum 


Webmaster for the Antique Wireless Association 
http: //www.ggw.org/awa Click on "Page 2" 
-=and=- 
for the New Jersey Antique Radio Club 
http: //www.eht.com/oldradio 


Message-ID: <0Q03a01be147c$2a98a6a0$31d28e81@Cyber> 
From: "Ragnar Otterstad" <otterstad@inet.uni2.dk> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:51:39 +0100 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


In a recent issue of Electronics Weekly ( UK ) referece is made toan 
American author, Eric Barbour, who has been digging into archieves. 

It turns out f.ex that television camera first was developed by a Hungarian 
Kalam ( Coloman) Tihanyi and not Vladimir Zworykin in RCA. 

Also another emigre, David Sarnoff, had nothing to do with Titanic. 


WW2 : 

Another historical myth: The allies had no knowledge of the magnet tape 
recorder until American troops overran Radio Luxembourg and found German 
Magnetophon machines playing out propaganda tapes. 

Apparently the development of tape had been a war secret, developed by the 
Germans so they could play Hitler speeches at all odd hours to decive his 
true whereabouts. A charming story but without any basis in fact ! In 
reality, the Magneophon had already been on public display at the 1935 Radio 
Show in Berlin ! 


I thought this would be of interest to people on this reflector assuming 
that few read EW. 


73 Rag OZ8RO 


From: "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu> 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:27:38 -0500 

Message-Id: <199811201327 . IAA28563@champ.ee.duke.edu> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Lost Cote 


- Greetings - 


On trying to respond to Ray Cote about the relays and the nuvistors, 
I get this strange message. 


"553 leahi.pixi.com. config error: mail loops back to me (MX problem?) 
554 <rcote@pixi.com>... Local configuration error" 


Has someone out there had better luck at reaching Ray? If so, how? 


73 Rhett - KE4HIH 


Message-Id: <199811201356.IAA20190@cliff.concentric.net> 
From: "John K9UWA" <k9uwa@concentric.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:56:20 +0000 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT 

Subject: Question re: Boonton Grid Dipper 


Boonton Model 59 Grid Dipper...complete with Manual and all coils. 


One of my local friends has had one of these given to him....and feels 
that he should maybe pay the guy a few $$$ but has no idea what is is 
worth..... I told him I had a spare 950 tube he could have for it...so 
can anyone tell me what it is worth??....It is in excellent cosmetic 
condition... 

Thanks 

John K9UWA 


ps: I have one I might sell if anyone is interested in a Knight kit 
Grid Dipper with full set of coils and a NIB spare tube 


John Goller, K9UWA & Jean Goller, N9OPXF 
Antique Radio Restorations 
k9uwa@cris.com 

k9uwa@cencentric.net 

http: //concentric.com/~k9uwa/ 


http: //www.concentric.com/~k9uwa/ 


From: kd5byb@wt.net 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 07:54:34 +600 


Subject: Re: reply to "are you interested" 
Message-id: <3655749a.6e15.0@wt.net> 


>Sorry for the bandwidth, but my reply to <Telegrapher@worldnet.att.net> was 
>returned. 


This is happening to everyone (myself included) - inspection 
of the returned message indicates his mailbox is full. 


If his mailbox is full, what gives people the idea that the 
BA list is going to be able to send the message sucessfully? 
These "your mail is being returned" messages are a pointless 
waste of bandwidth. 


73, 

Ben 

Benjamin D. Hall, KD5BYB 
e-mail: KD5BYBQWT.NET 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2308 
KAKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KKK 


>From ???@??? Fri Nov 20 23:39:31 1998 

Message-Id: <199811201951.NAA12371@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 13:50:48 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2309 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2309 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) need Hallicrafters S-94 info 

by Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
2) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
3) Re: Info, please... 

by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
4) Drake AM audio mods 

by Haney Howell <howellh@winthrop.edu> 
5) Johnson Navigator Questions 

by "Freeberg, Scott (STP)" <scott.freeberg@guidant.com> 
6) Strays from the lab 

by cswiger <cswiger@wilma.widomaker.com> 


7) Re: BAs in Washington DC 

by Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net> 
8) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 
9) R-392 Knob Radioactivity 

by "Lamb, Charles E MD (IndSys, SalemVA)" <Charles.Lamb@indsys.ge.com> 
10) Re: BAs in Washington DC 

by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 
11) Re: Johnson Navigator Questions 

by Charles Ring <charlesr@infonline.net> 
12) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 
13) Re: What about the knobs?? 

by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
14) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
15) Re: What about the knobs?? 

by Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 
16) Re: Strays from the lab 

by Jim Lyle <jlyle@netcom. com> 
17) ADMIN: Email Problems at other sites 

by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
18) Found! T4X AM mod 

by Haney Howell <howellh@winthrop.edu> 
19) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
20) 6JB6 wanted 

by BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com> 
21) TV7D shorts neon 

by ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 
22) Re: tape recorders 

by ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 
23) Re: tape recorders 

by "Mike B. Feher" <n4f£s@monmouth.com> 


Mime-Version: 1.0 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 07:50:43 -0800 

Message-ID: <QOQ1CD8EE.1914@svlima.sv.sc.philips.com> 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
Subject: need Hallicrafters S-94 info 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Description: cc:Mail note part 


An OT gave me his Hallicrafters S-94 'Civic Patrol' receiver. It works but it 
hums and the squelch has gone bananas. I could use a copy of the schematic and 


any pertinent manual information available. FAX # 972-480-9617. Thank you. 


Brian Harris WA5UEK 
3521 Teakwood Lane 
Plano, Texas 75075 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:11:17 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.981120080914 .6041A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Fri, 20 Nov 1998, Ragnar Otterstad wrote: 


Another historical myth: The allies had no knowledge of the magnet tape 
recorder until American troops overran Radio Luxembourg and found German 
Magnetophon machines playing out propaganda tapes. 

Apparently the development of tape had been a war secret, developed by the 
Germans so they could play Hitler speeches at all odd hours to decive his 
true whereabouts. A charming story but without any basis in fact ! In 
reality, the Magneophon had already been on public display at the 1935 Radio 
Show in Berlin ! 


VV VV VV VV 


I had read that tape recording did not exist in the U.S. til after the 
war. Story is that Bing Crosby was the first to use tape so he only 
had to do his radio performance once, not several times (for each time 
zone). Supposedly, someone in the army sent Magnetephone parts back to 
him. 


"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 
E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981120083614.00fef290@vuse. vanderbilt. edu> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:36:14 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 

Subject: Re: Info, please... 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 09:15 PM 11/19/98 -0800, you wrote: 


>does anyone here know what an RCH by Scott is? A friend of mine has one 
>and wants to trade it to me. So what is it worth? I used to have a Scott 
>SLR-F which I liked very much. I have not seen the RCH in over 15 years 
>and have forgotten what it is like. My friend is not an electronic type 
>and doesn't know much about it either. 

> 

The RCH is a general coverage receiver, big black box. It was intended for 
shipboard use. As such it uses the (highly-debated) strategy of extremely 
careful shielding to reduce emissions to a mere whisper. The consequence 
is that it is probably the most dense (lbs/cubic inch) rx I have ever 
lifted. With the case, it tips out at about 110 lbs. Exceedingly high 
build quality (as per Scott) but otherwise fairly mundane. If you want a 
beautifully built, heavy but otherwise ordinary rx, this is it. Nice 
tuning mechanism. 


I go mine about two years ago for $100 or so (part of a package deal). 


73 A. B. Bonds 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:51:53 -0400 

From: Haney Howell <howellh@winthrop.edu> 
Subject: Drake AM audio mods 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <36558209.1BC97F55@winthrop.edu> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


My apologies, folks. I just KNEW I could put my hands on the T4XB manual. 
Wrong. It's buried somewhere in the shop and I'll do a full-court press this 
weekend to locate it. Sorry for the delay. 


Haney K2XN 


Message-ID: <21B46CBD022AD1118F0500805F15A068CA239C@STPMSX05.stp.guidant.com> 
From: "Freeberg, Scott (STP)" <scott.freeberg@guidant.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Johnson Navigator Questions 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 08:54:36 -0600 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain 


Hi, 


I recently acquired a very nice Johnson Navigator and have a couple of 
questions: 


1. While I don't have the manual in front of me, in the tuning instructions 
it stated that with the meter grid/plate switch in the grid position, one 
tunes for maximum grid current, BUT not to exceed a "grid current" of 150 ma 
on the "plate meter". What? Other than not tuning for maximum grid 
current with the exciter control, there is no other way to limit grid 
current. 


2. This Navigator does not have the white pegs on the knobs. I was 
surprised (pleasantly) to hear that the pegs on the Navigator are supposed 
to extend from the rear of the knob skirt. Cute. Looking at the picture in 
my manual copy, the pegs seems to be extending up from behind the knob? Is 
this so? or do the pegs just extend from the back of the knob towards the 
cabinet? What is the length of the peg extension from the rear of the knob? 


3. What sort of power output do you typically get on 20 meters or 40 
meters? 


I put this jewel on 20 yesturday and had a nice qso with a ham in Nova 
Scotia who was running a Swan 700. What a nice little rig! 


Thanks for your advice. 


73, Scott WAIWFA in Saint Paul Minn 
Johnson Viking Valiant/Collins 75A4, Johnson Viking Navigator/Collins 75A2 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:06:52 -0500 (EST) 

From: cswiger <cswiger@wilma.widomaker.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

Subject: Strays from the lab 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.96.981120100319 .2485A-100000@wilma.widomaker. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


>I would think that it would be worth checking these knobs with a 
>radiation meter to get an idea of the level of radiation present. 
>Anyone have a meter to check these buggers? 


Just some random emissions: 


One classic teenage science experiment was building a ‘cloud 
chamber'. I got a specimen of radioactive material on a pinhead 
once via mailorder from some science supply house - but never 
did find any dry ice. 


Some of the worst health problems with radium were the painters 
who would lick their brushes to form a tight tip. 


According to a "Scientific American" article a few years ago, 
some people in the 20's/30's actually used a patent/quack 
medicine product with radium in it! Was supposed to restore 
one's vigor. 


Tube tie in: A basic geiger counter is pretty easy if you 
find a tube - just a kv across it and an amp to listen 
for the ‘clicks’. 


Beware the politico-media complex 


Chuck 
cswiger@widomaker.com 


Message-ID: <36559051.8CEA2CD7@bw.webex.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:52:49 -0500 

From: Al Klase <skywaves@bw.webex.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: BAs in Washington DC 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Claudio and The Group, 


Probably two of the best bets in the are in the vicinity of the 
Baltimore-Washington International Airport: 


National Cryptologic Museum 
http: //www.nsa. gov: 8080/museum/ 


This is next to the National Security Agency. Very nice exhibit. 
They'll even let you play with an German Enigma code machine. 


Historical Electronics Museum, Linthicum, Maryland 
http: //www.erols.com/radarmus/ 


I haven't visited this museum yet. It was established by Westinghouse, 
and includes a lot of radar items. There's an SCR-270 (Pearl Harbor) 
radar set up in front of the building. 


Hours for both sites are somewhat limited. You have to be free in the 
middle of the day. You'll probably need a car to get to these places. 


Hope this helps, 
Al 


Claudio Marchesini wrote: 


Hello Gang, 

I'll be in Washington, D.C. area, including Maryland and Virginia, 
for two weeks beginning Monday. 

Any good BA sites to visit there? 

Thanks you very much in advance. 


Claudio 
BA collector in Italy 


VV VV VV VV VV WV 


email: cmar@datamat.it 


Al Klase - N3FRQ 

skywaves@bw.webex.net 

Flemington, NJ 08822 

Web Page: http://www.webex.net/~skywaves/home.htm 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 11:17:14 -0500 

Message-Id: <199811201617.LAAO3850@brill.shiva.com> 
From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 


The Magnetophone showed at the 1935 radio show was a very different 
one than the one found at the end of the war in Germany. The 
difference was AC bias. Without AC bias (with DC bias), magnetic tape 
was a wretched medium, of terrible fidelity and high distortion. With 
AC bias, it was so good that the Allies didn't realize what German 
SWBC was tape and what was live. 


See what Jack Mullin says at: 
http: //www.kcmetro.cc.mo.us/pennvalley/Biology/lewis/crosby/mullin.htm 


So, it's not a case of historical myth. It's a case of incompetent 
reporting of historical fact. AC versus DC bias is too hard to 


explain to the electronically uneducated general populace. 


The Germans did invent "modern" (useful) magnetic tape recording. 


Message-ID: <ED376DB16DFFD01189E700805F1961B501A246BB@vasaleOQ2misge.salem.ge.com> 
From: "Lamb, Charles E MD (IndSys, SalemVA)" <Charles.Lamb@indsys.ge.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: R-392 Knob Radioactivity 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:20:11 -0500 


Esteemed Anchor members, 


I have five of these with orig. painted or depot repainted knobs - none of 
them show above background in terms of the luminescent paint using my 
detection equipment. Not so with the meters of course.... 


It turns out that the concern arises, as has been discussed before on the 
list, from the older practice of mixing small amounts of radium salts with a 
phosphor (like Zinc Sulfide) which then produced steady emission of visible 
light even in total darkness due to the ionization of the radioactive 
substance causing excitation of the non-radioactive substance. This is the 
case with many of the meters previously mentioned. One can use only the 
nontoxic phosphor to achieve the same effect (though temporary) after the 
substance has been "charged" by exposure to more benign forms of radiation - 
like a black light or simply a white incandescent source. You've seen this 
effect in children's Halloween masks. This is apparently what was done with 
the R-392 marker lines. These generally glow brightly after exposure to 
light, fading to nothingness over an hour or so. In fact, this is actually 
a poor man's test of significant alpha emission in these cases. Place the 
radio in a totally darkened area for more than an hour, allow your own eyes 
to become totally dark-adapted and then simply view the meter numbers or 
knob lines - any glowing which extends one or two hours beyond "charging" by 
the room lights implies photons are being released due to some ongoing 
excitation i.e. there is radium, thorium or some such in the mixture. 


In terms of medical consequences, Glenn is correct in worrying about 
ingesting the dust/paint chips of alpha emitters. This is one of the most 
insidious ways to become radiation poisoned and really the only reliable way 
to contract human disease from an alpha particle source. I personally 
believe the risk is quite small from the usual BA collection. 


One Caveat: As stated, if you see "glow" after several hours, you can be 
pretty sure there is some radioactivity present in these meters/knobs or 
whatever. The converse is not necessarily true: some of these have aged 
enough that the glow is minimal but there is still significant radiation 
(detectable as Beta and Gamma only through a meter face) so to be sure, one 
needs to use a detector. 


Regards, 


Charles 


Charles E. Lamb, MD 

WD4KZK 

1246 Chestnut Lane 

Vinton, VA 24179 
<Charles.Lamb@indsys.ge.com> 


From: John R Bookout K7JB[SMTP:k7jb@uswest.net] 
Reply To: k7j]b@uswest.net 

Sent: Thursday, November 19, 1998 8:09 PM 

To: Old Tube Radios 

Cc: Old Tube Radios 

Subject: Re: What about the knobs?? 


Vv 


I would think that it would be worth checking these knobs with a 
radiation meter to get an idea of the level of radiation present. 
Anyone have a meter to check these buggers? 


73's John 


VVVV VV VV VV VV NV 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 11:00:00 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199811201700.LAA05145@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: BAs in Washington DC 


I can vouch' for the Linthicum museum. They've broadened the exhibit 
base quite a bit beyond radar. One room has a ham shack setup with a 
BC-610 and a big Navy transmitter. Could'a spent an afternoon there. 
If you call ahead, you can get a tour guide who knows the stuff. 
There's also a good size library in the building. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


Message-ID: <3655A196.5C9A1DE5@infonline.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:06:30 -0500 

From: Charles Ring <charlesr@infonline.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Johnson Navigator Questions 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


"Freeberg, Scott (STP)" wrote: 
Hi, 


I recently acquired a very nice Johnson Navigator and have a couple of 
questions: 


1. While I don't have the manual in front of me, in the tuning instructions 
it stated that with the meter grid/plate switch in the grid position, one 
tunes for maximum grid current, BUT not to exceed a "grid current" of 150 ma 
on the "plate meter". What? Other than not tuning for maximum grid 
current with the exciter control, there is no other way to limit grid 
current. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


That's exactly what you do. If you peak it above that point, it chirps terribly. 


2. This Navigator does not have the white pegs on the knobs. I was 
surprised (pleasantly) to hear that the pegs on the Navigator are supposed 
to extend from the rear of the knob skirt. Cute. Looking at the picture in 
my manual copy, the pegs seems to be extending up from behind the knob? Is 
this so? or do the pegs just extend from the back of the knob towards the 
cabinet? 


VVVVV VV 


They are at a slight upward angle mostly pointing to the cabinet. 


> What is the length of the peg extension from the rear of the knob? 
About 3/16 " 


73 de W3NU 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 11:05:47 -0600 (CST) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199811201705.LAAQ5193@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 


"The Germans did invent "modern" (useful) magnetic tape recording." 
And Minnesota Mining & Mfg (3M) did develop useful magnetic recording 


tape. The Pavek Museum near Minneapolis has one of Bing Crosby's 
original machines. In working order, I believe. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:27:00 -0700 (MST) 
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
Subject: Re: What about the knobs?? 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: 
<Pine.PMDF.3.95.981120101757 .543162979A-100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
MIME-version: 1.0 
Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Are R392 knobs radioactive? Just because the knobs glow does not make them 
radioactive, it makes them luminous just like glow in the dark frisbees. 


Radium was not added to paint to make it glow, radium was added to excite the 
luminous paint and make it glow. If the paint is just luminous then the 
brighness of the glowing knobs will decay after you turn lights off but if 
they are excited by radium the will keep on glowing and glowing and glowing 
like the Everready bunny. 


Alas. Just because the knobs never glow does not mean the are safe either. 
Most luminous paints lose their luster over time, both my non-radioactive 
wrist watches have done that - you used to be able to read by the light and 
now they don't glow at all. My nice radioactive 19 set that sat by my bed 
through my teens no longer glow at all that I can see. 


I don't worry about the 19 set and I don't worry about the fact that I scraped 
off some of the labels and put on new ones. Worrying won't help, the damage 
is done or there was no damage. "Think you of the lilies of the field, they 
neither toil nor spin yet Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed as one of 
these." 

Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS 

Athabasca University 

Athabasca, Alberta Canada 

xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:29:56 -0500 (EST) 

Message-Id: <199811201729 .MAA21698@smtp11.bellglobal.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 


Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 


Bonjour to All 

Tried this subject some time ago with no joy. 

DC versus AC bias shows that there is always room for 
improvement, Christopher Colombus did not come on 

the Concorde, he rowed. 

Tried to find what make was the recorders used in Mosquitos 
and B25 to pick up SOE(Very Few) agents reports over 
Germany, the RAF Air Museum wrote back that they don't 
have any records on the subject, should have tried the 
Imperial Museum. 

Heard recordings by Master Bombers during actual raids. 
Andre 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19981120120134 .00898d60@mail1.telalink.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:01:34 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Subject: Re: What about the knobs?? 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 10:27 AM 11/20/1998 -0700, you wrote: 
>Are R392 knobs radioactive? Just because the knobs glow does not make them 
>radioactive, it makes them luminous just like glow in the dark frisbees. 


The knobs on my 1963 Western Electric unit are not radioactive, but 

the meter is. Both glow well under black light, as do most of the luminous 
type paints, radium or not. The black light I used is one of the old "hippy 
lights" 

used with black light posters. 


None of my older R-392's measured anything either, nor does my GRR-5 set. 

I seem to remember the knobs on my former RT-66 did test slightly hot though, 
and its test meter was very hot. Oddly enough I used to have a TBY-8, and the 
only hot spot in it was the little radium dot on the meter, the panel was 
clean. 


Device used for testing is a CDV-700, calibrated. Modified to use 
interchangable 

"standard" beta/gamma head and alpha head with it for BA testing. ( and 
mineral 

testing, ceramic glaze testing, etc ) 


From: Jim Lyle <jlyle@netcom.com> 

Message-Id: <199811201811 .KAAQ4400@netcom3.netcom. com> 
Subject: Re: Strays from the lab 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 10:11:11 -0800 (PST) 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


A few years ago I got the bejeebers scared out of me when I found a 
Cobalt 60 label that fell out of a piece of equipment I dismantled. 


I called the local fire department and a very nice gentleman brought 
over their gieger counters (and other detection equipment). He 
didn't find anything (thankfully) but we did get to talking. 


It seems radium was a health remedy around the turn of the century, 
with it being used in medicines, and particularly in bath water and 
things. 


Recently, some people restoring a house here found a radium "bathtub" 
in an attic. It was still extremely "hot", but is now on display 
in a local museum (kept about 3 feet back, and behind glass). 


Jim Lyle 


>I would think that it would be worth checking these knobs with a 
>radiation meter to get an idea of the level of radiation present. 
>Anyone have a meter to check these buggers? 


Just some random emissions: 


One classic teenage science experiment was building a ‘cloud 
chamber'. I got a specimen of radioactive material on a pinhead 
once via mailorder from some science supply house - but never 
did find any dry ice. 


Some of the worst health problems with radium were the painters 
who would lick their brushes to form a tight tip. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


> According to a "Scientific American" article a few years ago, 
> some people in the 20's/30's actually used a patent/quack 

> medicine product with radium in it! Was supposed to restore 
> one's vigor. 

> 

> Tube tie in: A basic geiger counter is pretty easy if you 

> find a tube - just a kv across it and an amp to listen 

> for the ‘clicks’. 

> 

> 

> 

> Beware the politico-media complex 

> 

> Chuck 

> cswiger@widomaker.com 

> 

> 

Jim Lyle 


jlyle@netcom.COM 


http://www. troubadortech.com/jlyle/ 


Message-Id: <199811201839 .MAAQ6008@jackatak.theporch. com> 

From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: ADMIN: Email Problems at other sites 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:39:48 -0600 (CST) 


Gang- 
This will be short, and I hope sweet... 


In the past few days there have been a couple posts to the list about 
a problem encountered in sending email to someone. 


In one case, a not even careful read of the bounce message would have 
told you the guy's mailbox is full (which means he either has a 
collosal number of replies, or that he doesn't empty it out very 
often... I leave the choice as an exercise for the reader ;% 


The "MX record loops back to me" error is a slightly different kettle 
of fish. Apparently the Permute & Pray mechanics at aloha.net have 
"fixed" a non-existent problem, and created a real one... *xNO ONEx 


will be able to get mail into aloha.net until the genius button 
clickers get calls from people that they are not receiving mail, or 
someone calls someone with an aloha.net account and alerts them to the 


problem.... NOTHING else will work, and a post to the BA list is, as 
yet another member pointed out, a total waste of bandwidth -- absolute 
noise. 


This too is way off-topic, and I apologize, but the regular reminder 
that if you are having email troubles, contact me for help seems to 
have fallen on blind eyes, and deaf ears.... 


Help me out here, gang... 


Let me know how I can help 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee' 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:42:23 -0400 

From: Haney Howell <howellh@winthrop.edu> 
Subject: Found! T4X AM mod 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <3655B7F8.B99AD046@winthrop.edu> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Like Buddha, heavy contemplation led me to the R4B/T4XB manuals during lunch. 
Here's the mod: 


On the schematic, look for V11, the 6AU6A in the AM section. Parallel a 
25-30K 1 watt resistor with R57, the 15K 1 watt. Make certain you have the 


right 15K resistor... there's also a 2 watt in the circuit. 


You'll find this resistor on the vertical board. There's plenty of room and 
it's easily reversible. 


Because of the increased carrier, I take extra care in tuning and setting the 
audio gain. No need to beat the precious finals to death! 


This should be the same circuit for all of the T4X line. This information is 
from the T4XB manual. 


Haney K2XN 


Message-ID: <3655BF6D.6EA9BO20@earthlink.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 11:13:49 -0800 

From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Bob Roehrig wrote: 

> 

> I had read that tape recording did not exist in the U.S. til after the 
> war. Story is that Bing Crosby was the first to use tape so he only 

> had to do his radio performance once, not several times (for each time 
> zone). Supposedly, someone in the army sent Magnetephone parts back to 
> him. 

> 

> 

and Scott sez: 


Bing Crosby's reson for wanting tape recorders was to get an 
editiable medium so that errors in a recording could be fixed. 
The army person in question was Jack Mullins, and he brought his 
considerable recorded sound equipment collection to an Audio 
Engineering Society meeting once, including the original 
Magnetophone he salvaged and an originla out-take tape from Bing 
Crosby's first show. That was VERY cool to hear! 

Scott Robinson 

spr@earthlink.net 


Junque is GOOD for you! 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:13:42 -0500 

From: BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com> 

Subject: 6JB6 wanted 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <199811201414 MC2-60F8-45DF@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=IS0-8859-1 
Content-Disposition: inline 


I am in need of a 6JB6A or two 6JB6 valves. 


any offers ? 


cheers, Ben G4BXD 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
militaryradio@geocities.com 


Message-Id: <199811201920.0AA52560@ns4-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:20:11 EST 

From: ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

Subject: TV7D shorts neon 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Gang, 
Would someone please unscrew the shorts neon in their TV7D and let me know 
the part ID so I can purchase one somewhere. Mine arrived without one and I 
can't find an identification for it. 
Thanks, 
Art K3HBA 


Message-Id: <199811201921.0AA71302@ns4-1.CC.Lehigh.EDU> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:21:33 EST 

From: ailO@lehigh.edu (ARTHUR I. LARKY) 

Subject: Re: tape recorders 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


I think I'm correct in saying that there were wire recorders before there were 
tape recorders. Maybe that's what the allies were using in their airplanes. 
Art K3HBA 


Message-ID: <0Q0f£501be14d8$ede5bba0$cbiabfd1@n4fs> 
From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth. com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: tape recorders 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:55:49 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


In my archives I have a report #923 on Captured Enemy Equipment by the 


S. Corps entitled "Further Studies in Magnetophones and Tapes". If 
anyone has a serious interest in this they can contact me and I will gladly 
provide copies of this study. 73 - Mike 


Mike B. Feher, N4FS 
89 Arnold Blvd. 
Howell, NJ, 07731 
732-901-9193 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 2309 
KKK KKK KKK IKK K IKKE KIRK 


>From ???@??? Fri Nov 20 23:40:29 1998 

Message-Id: <199811210327.VAA28298@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 21:26:11 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2310 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2310 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by "Jim Berry" <basalop@gte.net> 
2) Re: tape recorders 

by "Owens, Clarence" <owensc@nebeng.otis.com> 
3) Wire Recorders and BAs 

by David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
4) RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 
5) 516F-2 Case Needed 

by JIM_ALLEN@HP-Cupertino-om5.om.hp.com 
6) Re: big M 

by Jack Antonio <dia@dia.reno.nv.us> 
7) Re: Wire Recorders and BAs 

by John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
8) EARLY TV 

by JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
9) BC-713/714 Test Set for trade 

by William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 
10) CQ all BAers who have 6M xAM*x capability 

by jim lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 
11) Re: Question re: Boonton Grid Dipper 

by "Tom Frobase" <tfrobase@ghg.net> 


12) Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
13) Needed: Wet Fax paper 

by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
14) 9 PIN Male tube socket 

by John R Bookout K7JB <k7j]b@uswest.net> 
15) 75A-4 : Using R-390A mechanical filters 

by John R Bookout K7JB <k7j]b@uswest.net> 
16) RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
17) Re: tape recorders 

by Kargokult@aol.com 
18) Re: EARLY TV 

by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
19) What to do to a BC-455 

by Brien Pepperdine <pepperb@gov.on.ca> 


From: "Jim Berry" <basalop@gte.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 12:30:38 -0800 
Message-ID: <000601be14c4$a2b6f£40$9949fdd0@default> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hello Group, 


CQ magazine did an article on the German WWII tape recorder somewhere in 
either the late 70's or early 80's. It has been a long time now, but as I 
recall, it looked very much like the Roberts unit that was so very popular 
for many years. 


If someone was interested in doing some research, again, CQ magazine. They 
were doing a series on all kinds of "early" tube type gear. I do not 
remember the article title even now. 


73 Jim K7SLI 


Content-return: allowed 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 15:34:00 -0500 

From: "Owens, Clarence" <owensc@nebeng.otis.com> 
Subject: Re: tape recorders 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Message-id: <QF2QQ09FWM9OHHY@mailman.otis.com> 


MIME-version: 
Content- 


1.0 
type: text/plain 


Hi AnchorPersons, 


This talk of early tape recorders and recordings reminded me that I have an 
apparently very old reel of paper backed 1/4" recording tape, wound on what 


appears 


7 1/2" plastic reel. 


to be a steel 8mm movie film reel, 
In any case the reel 


recorder and xdoesx have music recorded on 
from the early 60's campus radio station I 
to the garbage can. 


about the same size as a "normal" 
does fit on a reel to reel 

it. It was one of the throwaways 
engineered at that never made it 


I saved three or four official BBC records of the Goon Show from that time 
period, but that's another story... 

Was the very early magnetic tape on paper? Does anybody know when they 
stopped making paper recording tape? 

I still miss those old Ampex and Magnecord tube recorders, and using the 
EdiTall editing block to edit the programs we recorded. 


And I really miss the odor of warm reel to reel tape! 


It's funny how those old odors stay with you after so many years. 


73, Clare Owens N2RJB 


Message-ID: <3655D451.78B8@ix.netcom. com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:42:57 -0600 

From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Wire Recorders and BAs 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Can someone tell me how early wire recorders 
might have been used to make recordings from 
an airborne receiver? I've got information 
saying it might have been done as far back 
as 1939-1940 in mil applications. If not, 
what could one use to record something in 
1938 besides inscribing a disc or wax tube? 


73 DE David Stinson AB5S 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


Occupied Texas, CSA 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981120160755 .0068e630@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 16:07:55 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Garey Barrell <k4oah@mindspring.com> 

Subject: RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 12:30 PM 11/20/98 -0800, Jim Berry wrote: 

> 

>Hello Group, 

> 

>CQ magazine did an article on the German WWII tape recorder somewhere in 
>either the late 70's or early 80's. It has been a long time now, but as I 
>recall, it looked very much like the Roberts unit that was so very popular 
>for many years. 

> 

>If someone was interested in doing some research, again, CQ magazine. They 
>were doing a series on all kinds of "early" tube type gear. I do not 
>remember the article title even now. 

> 

>73 Jim K7SLI 

> 


Jim - 


I think the article you are referring to is July 1988 CQ Magazine. Title 
is "The Tonschreiber "b" ", by Dick W. Rollema, PAQSE. Interesting two 
pager, with picture AND frequency response curves at each of the NINE (9) 
different tape speeds supported. The unit was often used to "slow down" 
high speed morse, :-) , and that was why so many speeds!! Available tape 
speeds from 3.5"/sec to 47"/sec (!) . Says the "first publications 
describing the Magnetophon appeared in 1934 and 1935." No cite tho..... 


Only other ref that FBTO comes up with is a RADCOM October 1988 article 
"Magnetic Tape Recording History." Musta been a good year for Mag tape 
articles! !f£ 


Interesting... 


73:4 


Garey - K40AH 
k4oah@mindspring.com 
Atlanta 


From: JIM_ALLEN@HP-Cupertino-om5.om.hp.com 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 13:40:01 -0800 

Message-Id: <HQ00030e0c1c9783@MHS> 

Subject: 516F-2 Case Needed 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; name="cc:Mail" 
Content-Disposition: inline; filename="cc:Mail" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I'm in need of a near mint cabinet for a 516F-2 Collins power supply. 
I've got the front panel but would buy a complete one if need be. 


Thanks, 


Jim 


Message-ID: <3655E749.47D7@dia.reno.nv.us> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 14:03:53 -0800 

From: Jack Antonio <dia@dia.reno.nv.us> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: big M 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Rhett T. George wrote: 

> Given transmitter and receiver chassis, mostly out of the 

> mobile cabinet/case, how does one tell whether the unit is 

> for 50 Mc, 150 Mc, or 450 Mc? 

George and the group, 

I haven't seen any replies to this, so I thought I'd take a 
swing at it. I spent a good portion of my ham radio life making 


repeaters out of Motorola stuff. 


First of all, prior to about 56 or 57 Motorolas numbering scheme 


for things was pretty difficult to figure out, it was easy to 

get some clues from the Model number, but the individual chassis 

had some obscure number like P-8270 or something. Toward the end of 
the 50's they started with a numbering scheme that tried to tell you 
something. 


First, concerning the model number on the entire radio itself. 

THis is the number on the metal tag on the outside of the radio. It 
is usually something like T43GGT-3100. Taking that as an example, 

It is a trunk mount, 25watt, hiband(150 mc/s)with a "G" transmitter 
"G" receiver, with a "T"ransistor type power supply. The 3100 gave 
details like squelch, wide or narrow bandwidth(15 or 5 kc/s deviation) 
and number of channels. 


The first letter is the mounting-D for dash mount, T-trunk mount 
U for either, B for Base station, C for "compa-station" (compact base 
station) L for desk top. There are others but you get the idea. 


The first number is the transmit power. I forget the exact sequence, 
but a 2 was 5 watts, a 3 was 15 watts, 4 was 25 watts up to a 7 being 
in excess of 100. 


The second number is the frequency range. 1 being lowband(25-50), 
2 is midband (72-76),3 is hiband(136-174), 4 is UHF (406-470). 


The next group of letters were transmitter type, receiver type and 
power supply. There were a lot of variations here, too many too list 
here. I wish I had a list of what they all were! The power supply though 
was fairly straightforward, V for vibrator, D for dynamotor(love that 
sound!) and T power(hate that whine!) Base station supplies usually were 
ao "BY. 


In the sequence of numbers, the first digit designated carrier squelch 
(1) or tone squelch (3). The second digit designated narrow band(1) or 
wide band(0). The last digit told you the number of channels-the exact 
number depended on what the radio was. 


Now for the individual chassis. Each chassis should have a 

number inked on it somewhere that looks like a TRB-6002A, with maybe 

an extra letter or a -1 on the end. For this discussion, ignore the 
extra letter and -number on the end. 

The first letter is T for two way radio products, was an N for portable 
products. 

The second letter is function. T for transmitter, R for receiver, C for 
control unit, S for speaker, K for cable and P for power supply. 

The third letter is the frequency range. A for less than 25 mc/s. 

B for 25-54, C for 72-76, D for 136-174, E for 406-470, F for 800. 


The number was just that, a number identifying the particular chassis. 


But now comes the disclaimer! For example, a radio may have a tag or 
chassis that says it is high band(136-174) BUT-any given chassis only 
covered a small portion of that range-say 140 to 151, or 162 to 174. 
SOMETIMES, the last digit in the 4 digit string inked on the chassis 
would tell you that, sometimes not. This is especially so on low band, 
if a chassis was factory made for the 30-36 range, converting it to 

6 meters would be a chore. 


This is a quicky course in the Motorola numbering scheme, and since 

it is pretty much from memory, I may have made a mistake here and 

there, any corrections and comments certainly welcome! I do have 

some old manuals(plus a copy of the famous red manual with all the 

old radios in it)so if anyone needs some specific information, feel 

free to ask, but be prepared to wait a while while I dig the information 
out of the garage! 


Hope this helps! 
73 


Jack Antonio WA7DIA 
dia@dia.reno.nv.us 


Message-ID: <3655E2F1.3623@worldnet.att.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 16:45:21 -0500 

From: John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: Wire Recorders and BAs 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


to all, 


I have a beautiful "lab" type wire recorder/player from about 1930. 
It has a single tube (dated 1932) and all the parts and construction 
says - late 20's. One look and you would all agree it's at least that 
old. And there is the original wire on there. I'v often wondered 
what's on it. 


72' John, K2TQN 


David Stinson wrote: 
> 


Can someone tell me how early wire recorders 
might have been used to make recordings from 
an airborne receiver? I've got information 
saying it might have been done as far back 
as 1939-1940 in mil applications. If not, 
what could one use to record something in 
1938 besides inscribing a disc or wax tube? 


VV VVV VV 


73' John Dilks, K2TQN 


Please visit my OldRadio Museum 
http: //www.eht.com/oldradio/museum 


Webmaster for the Antique Wireless Association 
http: //www.ggw.org/awa Click on "Page 2" 
-=and=- 
for the New Jersey Antique Radio Club 
http: //www.eht.com/oldradio 


MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 18:15:00 -0500 (EST) 

Subject: EARLY TV 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org (JOHN SEHRING) 
Message-ID: <9811201815.aa15735@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


To: boatanchors@theporch.com 


> American author, Eric Barbour, who has been digging into archieves. 
> It turns out £.ex that television camera first was developed by a 

> Hungarian Kalam ( Coloman) Tihanyi and not Vladimir Zworykin in RCA. 
> Also another emigre, David Sarnoff, had nothing to do with Titanic. 


But what about Philo Farnsworth who had a working electronic camera as 
early as 1930 (possibly a bit before then)? I've seen photos taken off of 
an early CRT rx from a 1930 TV mag. 


-John Sehring (11:41 am Fri, Nov 20, 1998 at Custer, SD USA) ucc wb2eq¢ 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 18:49:52 -0500 (EST) 
From: William Donzelli <william@ans.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: BC-713/714 Test Set for trade 


Message-Id: <Pine.GS0O.3.96.981120183915 ..10065E -100000@titan.purch.ans.net> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


I have a very nice looking BC-713/714 Test Set for trade. This set was 
used to check out the SCR-269 aircraft RDF set - see the pictures and the 
indicator ought to be familiar: 


www.osfn.org/rcs/william/BC714. jpg 

www.osfn.org/rcs/william/BC714back. jpg 
www.osfn.org/rcs/william/BC714front. jpg 
www.osfn.org/rcs/william/BC714open. jpg 


(Please ignore the other stuff in the pictures) 


These boxes are quite rare - I have only ever seen one other in all of my 
travels. This example is in very nice shape, with the only substantial 
ding being on the back label ($%#&*@!). Inside is very clean, and includes 
all of the tubes. A few cables are also priovided. Somewhere I figured 
that this thing was made in 1948 or so. It is untested, as it really wants 
to have 400 Hz power. 


Anyway, I am looking for some interesting Navy stuff - either radar or 
earlier (1930s Bureau of Engineering) radio stuff. In other words, I would 
like to get an oddball for my oddball! 


Please email me with any questions. 


William Donzelli 
william@ans.net 


Message-Id: <3.0.32.19981120154929 .006a2550@pop.mindspring.com> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 15:50:11 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: jim lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 

Subject: CQ all BAers who have 6M xAMx capability 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hi Gang, 


Have you got an old 6M AM rig sitting on the shelf gathering dust? Have 
you ever experienced the magic of the six meter band and do you find 
yourself wishing you could do it again? Do you want to fire up that old 6M 
rig and again have some fun with it? Here is some information about an 
opportunity to do just that. 


Here in Northern California (CM98, if you are into grid squares), W6PJD, 
Bud, is enthusiastically organizing a Sunday evening, six meter, AM net. 
The particulars are: 50.400 (+/- crystal or VFO accuracy), Sunday evenings 
at 1900 PST. 


Bud is conveniently located high in the Sierra foothills and expects to 
have wide ranging signal coverage. For locals, this means that even if you 
are a hundred or more miles away, you could expect to hear and be heard. 
And with the winter E-skip season approaching fast, expect to be able to 
check in, even if you aren't in California. Too, there will be other 
stations on frequency who can assist by relaying, if needed. 


All kinds of AM rigs are welcome from Ameco to Zeus, even sxxxd stxt* rigs 
if they can do AM. 


How do you check in? Easy. Just remember 50.4 and be there! 


73% 
Jim - KA4CCF 


(formerly KM6NK, WA4KO0O, WN4KOO) 
Looking for original QSL cards from K4CCF 


http: //www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/radiorm1. htm 


Message-ID: <007101be14e5$0ce71650$0201010a@nt-tlf.ampr.org> 
From: "Tom Frobase" <tfrobase@ghg.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Question re: Boonton Grid Dipper 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 18:22:23 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I paid $65.00 for mine about 5 years ago, clean with all of the coils and 
the wood holder. One of my prize possesions would not give it up even fora 
Millen 73... tom ... N3LLL 


Sat Original Message----- 

From: John K9UWA <k9uwa@concentric.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Date: Friday, November 20, 1998 2:56 AM 
Subject: Question re: Boonton Grid Dipper 


Boonton Model 59 Grid Dipper...complete with Manual and all coils. 


One of my local friends has had one of these given to him....and feels 
that he should maybe pay the guy a few $$$ but has no idea what is is 
worth..... I told him I had a spare 950 tube he could have for it...so 
can anyone tell me what it is worth??....It is in excellent cosmetic 
condition... 

Thanks 

John K9UWA 


ps: I have one I might sell if anyone is interested in a Knight kit 
Grid Dipper with full set of coils and a NIB spare tube 


John Goller, K9UWA & Jean Goller, N9OPXF 
Antique Radio Restorations 
k9uwa@cris.com 

k9uwa@cencentric.net 

http: //concentric.com/~k9uwa/ 


http: //www.concentric.com/~k9uwa/ 


Message-ID: <3656190C.879110CO@earthlink.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 17:36:12 -0800 

From: Scott Robinson <spr@earthlink.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Bill Hawkins wrote: 

> 

> "The Germans did invent "modern" (useful) magnetic tape recording." 

> 

> And Minnesota Mining & Mfg (3M) did develop useful magnetic recording 
> tape. The Pavek Museum near Minneapolis has one of Bing Crosby's 

> original machines. In working order, I believe. 

> 


and Scott sez: 


...and if memory serves, that's where the amazing collectino of 
Jack Mullins (who brought the first machine back to the US) 
resides. He sold it to them a few years back, being about 80 
himself at the time. 


Scott Robinson 
spr@earthlink.net 


Junque is GOOD for you! 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 17:52:36 -0800 (PST) 

Message-Id: <2.2.16.19981120175005.446f802a@pop.igc.org> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Needed: Wet Fax paper 


I know the chances are slim but stranger stuff has turned up on this list. 
Hasn't it? 


Anyway, what I need is one or more rolls of fax paper suitable for use in 
the Alden model 519 fax machine. These were used aboard ship and at FAA 
flight service stations to record weather fax. You can check out the 
machine at http://www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/dillman2.htm 


The required paper comes on 19" rolls sealed in clear plastic bags. They 
seem to last forever. My last rolls were in storage for more than 15 years 
and were nice and moist and functional when I unpacked them. 


Alden still has the paper, but in case quantities only and at an ungodly 
price. I'll probably shed a bitter tear and write the check if I have to 
but I thought I'd inquire here first. 
If you've got some hidden away or know someone who does, please let me know. 
Regards, 
Dick 
Dick Dillman 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
WPE2VT W6AWO 


Collector Of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


Message-ID: <36562000.E1291A25@ptld.uswest.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 18:05:52 -0800 

From: John R Bookout K7JB <k7jb@uswest.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 9 PIN Male tube socket 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Gang: 


Anyone looking for a source for 9 pin male socket plug can contact me. 
It can be used to mount an R-390A mechanical filter for plugging into 
the Collins 75A-4 receiver. I have an 8 KHz filter in my A4 and it 
works great for listening to AM. I found the original article on this 
mod in ER issue #22 Pg. 18. 


Best 73's 
John K7JB 


Message-ID: <365620B6.C8A97510@ptld.uswest.net> 
Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 18:08:54 -0800 

From: John R Bookout K7JB <k7jb@uswest.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 75A-4 : Using R-390A mechanical filters 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Hi Gang: 


Anyone looking for a source for 9 pin male socket plug can contact me. 
It can be used to mount an R-390A mechanical filter for plugging into 
the Collins 75A-4 receiver. I have an 8 KHz filter in my A4 and it 
works great for listening to AM. I found the original article on this 
mod in ER issue #22 Pg. 18. 


Best 73's 
John K7JB 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 21:26:35 -0500 (EST) 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: RE: Titanic lies and unsung heroes. 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.981120210807 .23625A-100000@indy3> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 


The German WW II tape recorder also looked a lot like the Ampex 600 
series machines, of which the Roberts was nearly a copy. Possibly a 
little "parallel evolution" at work, too--it's a good functional design. 

The German (and early US) machines used oxide-coated xpaperx tape. I 
believe 3M were the first to come up with a plastic (acetate, memory sez) 
substrate and improve the bond between the oxide & substrate. Polyester 
replaced acetate by and by, as it's less brittle; and the oxides got more 
and more exotic. 

Bing Crosby xfundedx Ampex, one of the two US groups of ex-Signal Corps 
folks who first made working tape recorders in this country. (The other 
one was Rangertone, I think). Ampex transports didn't change much from 
the first ones through the wildly successful 350-series (lovely machines, 
I'd like to find one) and the slicked-up "modern" 440s. Indeed, xmostx 
pro open-reel audio machines until the very last generation were based on 
the Ampex design. DAT decks, hard-drive storage, and floppy, ZIP, & 
recordable CD machines have all but killed open-reel now--and xtryx to 
find someone who can still edit with a splice block, razor blade and tape! 

About Der Bingle--he didn't want to have to do his radio shows xtwice,* 
was all; network radio programs in the US were done once for EST and 
repeated for PST, and Central and Mountain time zone listeners took 
whatever they got. ...A good thing for us he was a little lazier than 
other performers! :) 


Last thoughts: the xoddestx "tape" machine was used by BBC, WW II-ish. 
Tape speed was fiendishly high, as in 15 or 30 ips (7.5 & 15 were common 
pro speeds, later), and it used xsteelx tape, about like the stuff in a 
tape measure! To protect the operator, the transport was enclosed ina 
heavy, close-set grille when in operation--a broken tape was a xlot* more 
than just an annoyance! It was mechanically noisy but it is claimed to 
have worked pretty well. 

I xthink*x the Brits also had the only home version of the optical sound 
recorder. Same process that was used for years by Hollywood, and not a 
bad one: easy to copy by photographic processes and readily spliced, 
though you do have to send your freshly-recorded "tapes" out to be 
developed before you can play them back. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


KB9GKX "RJ" rbarmore@indy.net Roberta J. (Bobbi) Barmore 
FISTS #3388 * G-QRP #10001 * ARRL * RSGB x WIA 
Appreciator Of Vacuum-Tube Ham Gear and Vintage Keys 


From: Kargokult@aol.com 

Message-ID: <c9ebe128.36562602@aol . com> 

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 21:31:30 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Re: tape recorders 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


In a message dated 98-11-20 14:22:26 EST, ail0@lehigh.edu writes: 


I think I'm correct in saying that there were wire recorders before there 
were 

tape recorders. Maybe that's what the allies were using in their 
airplanes. 
> Art K3HBA 


VVV NV 


---of course, correct on both accounts. the mil aircraft recorders were real 
minimal recorders as far as having controls or audio output facilities, were 
very compact and of course ran on 28dc. sorry i cannot give the nomenclature, 
i gave one away some years back. also, i once saw an apparent aircraft-use 
disk recorder, that's right disk recorder, not record player, it was very 
light 

and had the black wrinkle finish. wish i had grabbed it, with so many of these 
items you only get one chance and then it's gone. 

also, i saw a cover or Radio News or Radio Craft about 1942 with a 

recorder being used in a military context, like small boat, i think the 

name was MagnetoPhone or something similar, and it was NOT a wire 

recorder - maybe it used motion picture film or something like that. 

hue 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 22:03:58 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: EARLY TV 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.981120213843 .23625C -100000@indy3> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 


Oh boy, here we go again. Define "camera." Define "television." Guys 
like Jenkins had working devices for the transmission and reception of 
moving pictures by the early 1920s! They had an awful lot of moving 
mechanical parts and resolution wasn't much, but they worked. (Jenkins 
was an especially good one--he was even getting decent greyscale). Phone 
Company had some stuff working, too. Baird was making even better 
"mechanical" TV pix in the same timeframe. (Some of his "phonovision" 
discs from the '30s survive and have been transcribed--a UK employee of 
Hewlett-Packard did it, and has ‘em on the Web somewhere) . 

Television was "just around the corner" for xdecades.x A lot of very 
talented folks did very good work and many of them never lived to see 
anything come of it. Commercial viability was slowed by a number of 
factors, from things as technical as the need for better resolution to as 
basic as the Great Depression and a half-decade of global war. 

Farnsworth, as far as I know, was the first person to demonstrate 
purely electronic television, and seems to have had a better handle on the 
whole process than anyone else; but after initial success, it was a very 
close race indeed, and resulted in the formation of the National 
Television Standards Committee (composed of all the major players) in the 
US by the late '30s. NTSC hammered out the basic US standards still in use 
today; they upped the resolution a little after the war (from 441 lines to 
525) but TV-as-we-know-it was a done deal in 1939. The UK beat us to the 
punch, picking a standard (405 lines, I think) by '37 or '38 (maybe 
earlier; unlike the hodgepodge of commercial interests that run the BC biz 
in the US, in Britain what Auntie said was How It Would Be) that stood 
until the '80s, when their changeover to 625-line colour was finished. 
...And the rest of the industrial world was on the same timetable; 
Germany, Italy and France (at least) had TV standards in place and some 
kind of programming on the air well before WwW II started. 


"First" depends on where you live, where you start counting, and who 
you believe. I'm tempted to count Cassini, a Catholic priest with an 
inventive bent, who had line-by-line scanned xfax*x machines with a good 
system of synchronization (gotta have sync. No sync, pix don't line up, 
viewer sees nothing or distorted pix) working xreliablyx in the 19th 
century! No greyscale, and too slow for movin' pictures, but there's the 
first step on the road. 


...SF writer R. A. Laffterty did a very well-researched spoof on the 
topic in his short story "Selenium Ghosts of the 1800s" (or similar, it 
been awhile), in which the restoration and playback of primitive 
"televsion" program recordings from the late 1800s plays a pivotal 
role--it's almost plausible.... 


Ss 


73, 


--Bobbi 
(A toiler in the vast wasteland. Digital TV, same desert but the sand 
grains are all tiny little perfect cubes...) 


KB9GKX "RJ" rbarmore@indy.net Roberta J. (Bobbi) Barmore 
FISTS #3388 * G-QRP #10001 * ARRL * RSGB x WIA 
Appreciator Of Vacuum-Tube Ham Gear and Vintage Keys 


Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 22:30:03 -0500 (EST) 

From: Brien Pepperdine <pepperb@gov.on.ca> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: What to do to a BC-455 

Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.3.93.981120221828 .25737B-100000@govonca2.gov.on.ca> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


At the ham club tonite I 'intercepted' a BC-455, 1.5 mc to 3.0 mc 
coverage. This was brought in for a friend of mine who is on vacation, so 
I am the deliveryman when he gets back since I have to see him about some 
spare parts I sourced for him. 

Anyhow.... generally he wants and collects only vintage stuff - no 
kludges, mods, nothing but ‘straight outa the factory door' condition. 
Keeps the collection focused, smaller and xyl-friendly. 


So I think this will end up with me in the end when he gets back and sees 
it. 

This has kludges galore, in that the dynamotor plate area has a 
transformer/diode power supply mounted, a plate on the front for 1/4 
headphone jack, volume control and BFO on/off switch. Not pretty, not 
‘military as used', but it works. 


Any suggestions as to mods that could also be added on top? I think some 
finer tuning might help, or some mods to decrease the frequency range.. 
I'd rather it just did the 1.8 - 2 mc range, or at least had MUCH finer 
tuning. I have run the audio thru a SuperSCAF filter and cw is not bad at 
all. So if you have an idea or memory of what you did back when you were 
playing with Surplus, I'd like to hear. I could really kludge it with a 
6:1 Jackson drive perhaps to decrease the tuning rate, but I am open to 
ideas. 

At the least I am getting a nice taste of how things USED to BE, how some 
starting-out radio was done. Seems I am more turned on by this 
backward-glance than any new Pentium processor (yawn, another one...?) 


tnx 


Brien Pepperdine 
Amateur Radio Station VE3VAW 


Toronto, Ontario Canada 
ARCI #8773 - NORCAL QRP 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 2310 
KI KKI KKK KKK KKK K IKKE KAR 


